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NECC STEM 
SPEAKER SERIES 
CONTINUES WITH 
“THE SOUL OF AN 


Octopus” 
Story on page 6 


SOFTBALL TEAM 
GAINS ATTENTION 
IN LOCAL NEWS 


Story on page 11 


OBSERVER STAFF 


TRIBUTE TO THE 


LEGEND, PRINCE 


Word search on page 12 


THIS WEEKEND’S 
DANCE RECITAL 
WAS ON POINTE! 


Story on page 6 
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A MedFlight helicopter landed on the NECC campus on April 20 to transport a person after a car accident on 495. 


Confusion sets in as 
to why a helicopter 


Just landed at NECC 


By Cuap GorHAM 
Campus Life Editor 

After a serious car accident 
on Interstate 495 on Wednes- 
day, April 20, a MedFlight heli- 
copter was forced to land on the 
NECC’s sports fields to meet an 
ambulance which was carrying a 
seriously injured person. 

As the ambulances and fire en- 
gines began to arrive on campus, 
nobody blinked an eye, but then a 
loud roaring engine began to get 
louder and louder. Faculty, staff 
and students began to pour out 
of their offices and classrooms to 
see what was going on. The base- 
ball team was in the middle of 
practice directly next to where the 
helicopter landed. A lot of confu- 
sion was beginning to take place 
as nobody had an idea what was 


going on. Some people thought 
it might just be a training exer- 
cise because the police academy 
and Haverhill firefighters usually 
train on campus. 

About two minutes after the 
helicopter arrived a couple se- 
curity guards came running over 
from the direction of their office 
at the Technology Center. 

Dina Brown, the Director of 
Student Engagement asked them 
what was going on. 

As they ran by they responded 
with, “We are not sure yet.” 

After a few minutes security 
returned to let everyone know 
that it was not a training - that it 
was an actual emergency from a 
car accident that had happened on 
495. 

Some students were concerned 
with the confusion that the heli- 
copter caused on campus. Most 
did not know that NECC was in 
fact a spot where MedFlight is 
able to land because of its vast 
open spaces. 


Jennifer Assenza, a Criminal 
Justice major, said, “The pres- 
ence of the police academy has 
led to several incidences where 
the faculty and students have ex- 
pressed concern. When the heli- 
copter landed on school grounds, 
this was just another source of 
confusion.” 

Tarah MacGregor, a Liber- 
al Arts major, did not witness 
the event, but when she heard 
about the event she immediately 
thought back to the day that she 
witnessed the police academy 
climbing the stairs in the C build- 
ing with their finger guns. 

“J wouldn’t know how to tell 
a real drill from an emergency 
drill at the school. I was one of 
the students going down the stairs 
when the cadets had their finger 
guns. I had been walking down 
the stairs and when I turned into a 
new flight it took me a minute to 
register he wasn’t actually hold- 
ing a gun, because my immediate 
reaction given today’s society 


was fear. I don’t think I have ever 
been so scared in my life until I 
realized it was his fingers.” 

Sara Pena, an Engineering 
major, is concerned with the con- 
fusion of students knowing what 
is real and what’s not real. “I feel 
that they might blur together and 
students just might brush off an 
actual emergency as a drill.” 

Pena feels likes there is no 
clear way to distinguish which 
might be real and which might 
not be. 

Pena said, “The students most 
likely find it confusing because 
we never get information about 
anything that happens on campus. 
Almost like we don’t deserve to 
know.” 

Colby Patrie also did not see 
the helicopter event but felt very 
strongly about it nonetheless. 

“TJ can see how that could 
cause confusion, but me person- 
ally, 1 would have thought it was 
an accident or an emergency.” 


Unable to stay connected 


If you type “Macin- 
tosh pinwheel” into a 
google search bar, you 
will find countless arti- 
cles and comments from 
irritated customers saying 
things such as the follow- 
ing, from a 2009 CNet 
article: 

“Patience may be a 
virtue, but in the case 


of Mac OS X’s dreaded 
spinning pinwheel pro- 
cess indicator, even the 
most tranquil users can 
find themselves more 
than a tad anxious for the 
standard arrow cursor to 
re-appear and normal sys- 
tem operation to appear.” 

Sometimes __ referred 
to as “The spinning pin- 


wheel of death” by Mac 
users, Observer staff has 
recently had the oppor- 
tunity to learn first hand 
what all of the fuss is 
about while dealing with 
a variety of computer-re- 
lated issues that halted 
production. 

Read the editorial on 


page 2. 


The Macin- 
tosh symbol 
sometimes 
referred to as 
the “Spinning 
Pinwheel of 
Death.” 


Photo courtesy of 
Wikipedia 
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Observer staff just 
want to stay connected 


Issues with modern 
technology can lead 


to huge setbacks 
By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

Whether you know it or not, 
we owe you an apology. We have 
fallen way behind with regard to 
our website this semester and it 
appears that we will not be able to 
implement some of the changes 
that we had hoped to accomplish. 

Technology issues have been 
hindering our work in the news- 
room all semester. Some of the 
computers were making funny 
noises before they would ran- 


domly shut off, discarding all of 


our work. Some of the computers 
had (or still have) viruses that 
would not allow us to access the 
internet. The server that runs our 
version of Adobe InDesign, the 
software that we use to create the 
pages of the newspaper, crashed 
so many times that we were not 
able to upload the file to the print- 
ing company until many hours 


past our usual time. It has been 
frustrating, exhausting and some- 
times overwhelming just trying 
to produce the printed version 
and that has been reflected in the 
quality of the paper. 

All of these obstacles, coupled 
with the lack of a web editor for 
this semester, has resulted in the 
website taking a backseat. 

Admittedly, it is a shame to not 
be making use of this valuable re- 
source that the school generously 
provides us and I wanted to take 
a moment now to assure you, our 
digital readers, that this is import- 
ant to us and we are again work- 
ing to populate the website with 
the latest content. We hope to be 
all caught up by the time this is- 
sue hits the stands, since every- 
thing in the newsroom seems to 
be working fine now. 

We wanted to take this oppor- 
tunity also to thank a few people 
without whom the last three is- 
sues of the Observer would not 
have gotten done at all: 

We are truly grateful to the 
IT department. Especially Lenin 
Tejeda, who has made the trek 
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across campus at least a dozen 
times to replace and repair our 
equipment. He never loses pa- 
tience with us, even those weird 
times when the computer fixes 
itself before he gets there. 

We are also grateful to the 
printing company that totally had 
our backs by accepting our file 
many hours late, printing us out 
of order and getting our papers to 
us faster than we ever could have 
hoped. 

Finally, but perhaps most im- 
portant of all, a shout out to our 
faculty adviser, Mary Jo Shafer. 
Often the only person in the room 
not crying or losing her temper, 
our faithful leader gently remind- 
ed us that issues like this are the 
nightmare of every news organi- 
zation in the world, not just ours. 
In a world that relies so heavily 
on technology to perform every 
task, it’s a big part of the career 
we chose and learning to over- 
come obstacles now will help 
us to better cope when problems 
arise in our future lives. Thanks. 
We are well prepared. 
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The crecentials you provided 
cannot be determined to be 


Proctor, Scott 03/22/2016 08:27:06 
“There is bug in t 


he software runnin 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


These are just a few of the many error messages and 
emails describing the technological problems experienced 
by the NECC community throughout the semester. 


What do you think of gender 
neutral bathrooms? 


It dosen’t bother me. 


VANESSA BERGERON 
Liberal Arts 


I am fine with it.. 


Ray FLORENT 
Education 


It’s not about bathrooms, 
just like it wasn’t about 
water fountains. 
TARAH MCGREGHOR 


Liberal Arts 


It would take some 
time to get used to. 


JASMINE POLANCO 
Political Science 


= 1 
It’s a matter of civil 
rights. 


JESSICA ANGELINI 
General Studies 


I am not sure how | 
feel. 


ADIEN CARRION 
Biology 
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Making the grade 
can seem impossible 


with so many critics 
ByRACHAEL SARCIONE 
Opinion Editor 

It seems like it doesn’t matter 
how hard you study or how many 
hours you work; someone will al- 
ways think it wasn’t enough. 

With constant evaluations of 
status and accomplishments, it’s 
hard to believe that we can even 
focus on schoolwork. 

Why do we spend so much 
time trying to please others and 
whom are we trying to measure 
up to? 

Although today’s college stu- 
dents are less influenced by what 
they see on television or social 
media, many of them are still 
struggling to achieve the idea 
of “beauty” that has been brain- 


washing the masses since Mat- 
tel’s Barbie was introduced in 
1959. 

No use trying to achieve Bar- 
bie’s measurements. When con- 
verted to human size, you would 
have to wear a neck brace and 
there would only be enough room 
within the 16” waist for a portion 
of your vital organs. 

Even if you are lucky enough 
to be comfortable in your own 
body and are blessed with the self 
esteem to strut your human sized 
body to class, there is no shortage 
of predators waiting to pounce all 
over your confidence. 

Upon entering NECC as a 39 
year old freshman, I didn’t know 
what to expect or if I, “Queen 
of the Bimbos” according to my 
brother, was even capable of get- 
ting a college degree. 

Well, here I am: just six credits 
away from graduation, and feel- 


ing so proud of myself, only to 
have a family member say to me 
“Tt’s too bad you couldn’t transfer 
to Merrimack College on the last 
day of school, so you could have 
the name of a fancier school on 
your Diploma.” 

Talk about a confidence kill- 
er! I guess some people don’t see 
community college as an accept- 
able level of accomplishment and 
choose not to celebrate what they 
consider to be mediocrity. What, 
fat shaming isn’t enough? Now 
we have to be subjected to col- 
lege shaming. 

If homework wasn’t enough to 
keep them busy, most NECC stu- 
dents hold jobs as well as keeping 
a full course load. Furthermore, 
many students are full-time par- 
ents who must endure their tough- 
est critics, their children who will 
most likely grow up and tell them 
that they failed at parenting. 
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Don’t let anyone bring you down 


Speaking of parents, how 
many of us have heard our parents 
ask, “Where did I go wrong?” 
Parents seem to have a great tal- 
ent for making themselves out to 
be the victim of our life choices. 
As if we live our lives for the sole 
purpose of embarrassing and tor- 
turing them. 

Some of us have families with 
impossible standards for us to 
try to live up to and it is some- 
times unfortunate that we cannot 
choose our families the way we 
can choose our significant other. 
However, we can control the time 
(if any) we spend in their envi- 
ronment. 

Well, it’s time we stop this 
soul-crushing cycle of trying to 
achieve the goals that others have 
set for us. 

The truth is no matter how 
hard you try, there will always 
be someone who thinks that you 


need to work harder, make more 
money or look prettier. There 
will always be people who don’t 
approve of your lifestyle, the car 
you drive or the article that you 
wrote. 

Having the power to rise above 
the negativity will strengthen 
your tolerance for the future nay- 
sayers that you are bound to meet. 

It doesn’t matter what you 
look like, whom you choose to 
love, which college you attend or 
what your major is. 

We all have a purpose on this 
planet, whether it is to be a teach- 
er, a nurse, an artist or a profes- 
sional critic. We are all important. 

Although it can be nice to 
get kudos from another person, 
setting and achieving your own 
personal goals will give you all 
the confidence and validation you 
need. 


NECC can’t wait for summer 


Students share thier 
plans for having 


fun in the sun 
By Saran Covpitts 
Correspondent 

As the days get longer, and 
temperatures get warmer (sort 
of), NECC students are looking 
forward the summer months just 
weeks away. 

May 15 marks the official end 
of the spring 2016 semester, and 
students are ready to break free 
from the books. 

Journalism major Francisco 
Tejada said, “I’m looking forward 
to a mental break from school and 
to have more free time for fami- 
ly, work and being outside for the 
warm summer weather.” 

Warm weather is ideal for 
summer trips. Journalism major 
Kyle Wood said, “My buddies 
and I are gonna go up to Saco 
River. I plan on swinging on a 
bunch of rope swings, hanging 
around the campfire and just re- 
laxing on a float in the river.” 


live there and I plan to go to the 
national rainforest.” 

As much as time off from 
school is a great chance to take 
a vacation somewhere, it’s also a 
great time to get some extra hours 
at work. 

“Sandoval said, “I’m planning 
on getting a second job so I can 
work more hours and save for a 
car.” 

The best part about summer 
is the extra free time, but it’s all 
about balance. 

“T plan on working full time 
landscaping but I still plan on 
fishing as much as possible,” said 
Tejada. 

Finals begin May 10 and last 
through May 16. After students 
put their pencils down and walk 
off campus, it will be the last time 
they occupy NECC until the fall 
semester. 

Although students are looking 
forward to summer freedom and 
time off from school, there will 
be certain things they miss about 
NECC. 

“J will miss the school café for 


| SRF eo 


I’m planning on renting a house in 


Hampton Beach. 


Liberal Arts major Shaena 
Sandoval also plans to get away 
with friends. Sandoval said, “I’m 
planning on renting a house in 
Hampton Beach for a weekend 
with my friends.” 

While some students travel 
plans consist of great adventures 
in the New England area, oth- 
ers like Criminal Justice major, 
Leyaliz Correa plan to travel a 
bit further away. “I’m planning to 
go on vacation with my daughter 
to Puerto Rico for three weeks,” 
Correa said. “My grandparents 


- Shaena Sandoval 


sure,” said Wood. “The ooey goo- 
ey cheese pizza is the bomb.” 
Correa said, “I will miss the 


feeling of accomplishment after 
I finished writing a long essay.” 

While it’s sure going to be bit- 
tersweet, it’s definitely time to let 
loose for summer and celebrate 
all the hard work that went into 
the past two semesters. 

Hopefully that isn’t going to 
jinx our fabulous hot summer 
months, but we get it: it’s time for 
a break! 


Photo by Creative Commons 
An inviting view of the beach is sure to lift spirits as we 


approach final exams. 
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Journalism/Communication students 
celebrate free speech with free speeches 


Speechapalooza 
gives students the 
opportunity to put 
their public speaking 
skills to the test 


By CLEeo BriGHAM 
Correspondent 

Last Wednesday, Northern Es- 
sex students and public speakers 
alike gathered in Spurk’s Lecture 
Hall A to celebrate their freedom 
of speech as well as one of the fi- 
nal events held before the Spurk 
building is closed for renovations. 

This semester marks the one 
year anniversary for the Speecha- 
palooza event which is organized, 
promoted, and hosted each se- 
mester by NECC’s Journalism/ 
Communication program coordi- 
nator Professor Amy Callahan’s 
principles of public relations stu- 
dents. 

Speechapalooza creates a 
venue for experienced as well as 
amatuer student public speakers 
to engage with their classmates, 
while educating them about their 


interests. Many of the speakers at 
the event are currently students 
in Callahan’s public speaking 
course this semester. 

Students in the audience were 
also encouraged to participate by 
competing in a raffle, and a Twit- 
ter contest for the best live tweet 
at the event. 

“One thing I love about teach- 
ing public speaking is it’s per- 
sonally empowering,” Callahan 
explained, “I can see it start to 
transform people in front of the 
room.” 

The first speaker, Emily Gal- 
ligan gave her speech in the form 
of an open letter to her absentee 
father. She explained that al- 
though their relationship wasn’t 
good, Galligan thanked him for 
making her the, “strong, indepen- 
dent, and caring woman,” she is 
today. 

Next up was Bailey Torrissi 
whose speech was entitled, “Why 
is God Farting?” Her topic por- 
trayed the way young children 
rationalize information, as well 
as the funny things they say. Tor- 
rissi reflected on her experience 
working as a nanny stating, “I’ve 


Register today! 
www.fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


CONTACT AN ADVISOR: 
978-665-3182 © gceadvisor@fitchburgstate.edu 


just learned that working with 
kids broadened my mind to what 
kids think and how they think.” 

Following Torrissi, Klinbert 
Garcia chose to speak on Amer- 
ica’s unhealthy diet, especially 
how i affects obesity as well 
as the U.S. death rate. 

Garcia explained his interest 
in this topic sparked from watch- 
ing the documentary, “Fed up,” 
as well as his health and human 
nutrition course this semester. 

He went on to say that he es- 
pecially liked his topic because 
it affected everyone in the audi- 
ence, “assuming we all want to be 
healthy.” Garcia stated. 

After Garcia’s speech, Jackie 
Blanchette took the podium to ex- 
plain the negative effects of stan- 
dardized testing saying, “Let’s 
focus on extracurricular activi- 
ties. Children need to be running 
around and getting exercise.” 

Nicholas Candage followed 
Blanchette’s speech by address- 
ing the stigma of online dating. 
Candage who met his girlfriend 
of over three years in an online 
chatroom concluded his speech 
by saying that he wouldn’t trade 


Photo by Amy Callahan 


Rosie Pena delivered a speech on the power of positivity. 


“she means 
Candage ex- 


her for the world, 
everything to me.” 
plained. 

Abe Anavisca followed with a 
speech entitled, “The Good, the 
Bad, and My Kidneys.” 

Anavisca talked about his ex- 
perience with Focal Segmental 
Glomerulosclerosis, an autoim- 
mune disorder which later lead to 
his kidney transplant. Anavisca 
finished up his speech by para- 
phrasing Socrates, explaining 
that people need to experience 
the good times as well as the bad 


because the opposites define each 
other. 

After Anavisca’s speech, Jim 
Cheng told the story of his fami- 
ly’s immigration to America from 
Taiwan; eliciting laughs from the 
audience when mentioning that 
he attempted to learn about the 
culture in American high schools 
by watching the Disney Channel 
movie High School Musical. 

The event closed with George 
Plummer’s speech on the history 
of religious mysteries of the an- 
cient Greek religion and rituals. 


GRADUATE, WITH 
EXPERIENCE. 
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NECC goes 
smokeless. 


By KE.Ly ScHWING 
News Editor 


Smoking and its vapor alter- 
natives have been banned on all 
NECC campuses. The original 
policy restricted smoking of to- 
bacco products to private vehi- 
cles. Since the heightened popu- 
larity of “vaping,” administration 
has widened its definition of 
“smoking” to include the use of 
electronic cigarettes and vaping. 

An email was sent out late last 
month informing students, facul- 
ty and staff of the changes. 

Connor Emo, 22, a smok- 
er, said, “I don’t see why they 
changed it. Most people don’t 
smoke around others if they know 
they’re not okay with it. | know 
a lot of people that smoke. They 
have to walk all the way to their 
cars and even that’s turning into 
a problem if they have their win- 
dows down.” 


Emo wishes that there was at 
least a designated area for smok- 
ers to go, citing amusement parks 
and playgrounds that provide 
such amenities. 

Two years ago he remembers 
being able to smoke at the top of 
the stairs near the Spurk Building 
without complaint. 

“A lot of professors are very 
strict about their attendance poli- 
cies,” said Emo. “It’s an inconve- 
nience to have to walk all the way 
to your car if you need a cigarette 
between classes.” 

Vaping, the newest trend in 
nicotine consumption, grew in 
popularity for its flavors, per- 
sonalization and smokeless, saf- 
er-than-cigarettes appeal. 

Juan Reyes, 18, a vaper, said, 
“J don’t understand why vaping 
has been banned.” He questions 
whether the ban is due to com- 
plaints. “Are people uncomfort- 
able?” 

Leticia Coronado, 21, a 
non-smoker, said, “I have real- 


Union conclusion 


By Kim Waitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

After nine months of negotia- 
tions that have been referred to as 
“srueling” and “hostile” by union 
representatives, the Massachu- 
setts Community College Coun- 
cil (MCCC) finally has a tentative 
agreement with the Massachu- 
setts Board of Higher Education 
(MBHE). 

Union members voted 965 
to 91 on March 23 to ratify the 
agreement, which remains in ef- 
fect for 3 years and includes a 2 
percent pay increase for the first 
year, retroactive to July 1, fol- 
lowed by a 2.5 percent increase 
for each of the following 2 years. 

This is somewhat lower than 
the 3, 3.5 and 3.5 percent pay 
increases achieved by faculty’s 
counterparts in state universities 
just two years before. 

Counted as a huge win for the 
union is the elimination of lan- 
guage proposed by the MBHE 
that would have made changes 
that some feared were a direct 
threat to their academic freedom. 
According to the tentative agree- 
ment summary, “Management 
sought to require the use 
and assessment of SLOs (Student 
Learning Outcomes) from unit 
members which would have been 
a significant change in workload 
and practice. Moreover, manage- 
ment’s proposal, as written, could 
have made Student Learning Out- 
comes evaluative...” 

Union members had feared 
that this measure could have 
linked teacher’s raises, and per- 
haps their job security, to their 
students’ grades. 

Those opposed to this change 
argued that in a community col- 
lege setting, where students are 
faced with a variety of barriers to 
success, it is often factors beyond 
the control of the teacher that in- 
terfere with a student’s grades, 
making this a poor measurement 


of actual teaching skills. 

Also included in this agree- 
ment is new language that allows 
parental leave to be taken by 
non-biological parents and pro- 
tects teachers from being forced 
to teach classes after 6:30 p.m. as 
part of their work day. The full 
agreement can be viewed on the 
MCCC website at meccc-union. 
org/Bargaining Updates. 

MCCC Union president Jo- 
seph LeBlanc said, “Members are 
happy with the (tentative agree- 
ment). It is the best they will do 
under the Baker administration.” 

LeBlanc is likely referring 
to Governor Baker’s reputation 
for being stingy when it comes 
to educational funding. Since he 
took office, just over a year ago, 
he has come under fire more than 
once from the educational com- 
munity. Last year, his first year 
in office, he began by proposing 
$5 million in cuts to early educa- 
tion, prompting a flurry of calls 
and emails from angry parents 
and educators who rely on these 
services. 

Barbara Madeloni, who is the 
president of the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association (MTA), 
released a statement regarding 
Baker’s 2015-2016 school budget 
which accused Baker of lacking 
vision and shortchanging students 
with an “absence of meaningful 
investments in education and oth- 
er vital community services.” 

The statement continues, 
“While keeping school districts 
at foundation levels, as is con- 
stitutionally required, Gover- 
nor Baker’s proposed spending 
plan fails to address the fact that 
many of our communities already 
face significant shortfalls in the 
resources they need to provide 
children with the schools they de- 
serve.” The budget for 2016/2017 
also includes several issues of 
concern to the MTA, according to 
massteachers.org. 


ly bad asthma. I can’t be around 
the smoke. If I’m around it and 
I inhale the tiniest bit, I need my 
inhaler.” 

Lt. Dan Tirone, head of secu- 
rity at NECC’s Haverhill cam- 
pus, said that the policy has been 
adhered to quite well. “Once 
in awhile you get a few cases. 
They’ve seen a few and (they) 
just go up and say, ‘You know 
we have the new smoking poli- 
cy now and that does include the 
e-cigarettes.’” 

Since the policy has only been 
in effect for a short period time, 
Tirone said that there is a warn- 
ing without consequence while 
NECC adjusts to the new restric- 
tions. Security is giving people 
on campus an opportunity to 
learn the policy before tacking on 
consequences. 

It was back in 2009 that Da- 
vid Hartleb, former president 
of NECC, put the initial smok- 
ing policy into effect. Hartleb’s 
smoke-free initiative was to pro- 


Security Log 
a en 
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NECC cracks down on vaping 


mote smokers to quit, with the 
first infraction ending in admon- 
ishment and educational litera- 
ture on the dangers of smoking. 

The new policy has no mention 
of such measures, but Lt. Tirone 
said that studies done show there 
are potential hazards to even the 
alternatives to smoking that led to 
the change. 

Tirone, who was here when 
the first policy was put in place, 
said that since the first policy was 
put into effect, he’s “seen a drop 
in people blatantly smoking.” 

Student, staff and faculty 
members get three strikes. The 
first violation will result in a writ- 
ten warning. The policy states, “A 
discipline file will be established 
for the student and a copy of the 
letter of warning placed in his/her 
file.” 

The second infraction carries 
an automatic $25 dollar fine. 
Until the fine is paid, there will 
be a hold placed on the student’s 
account, preventing them from 


registering for classes and grad- 
uating. 

The final warning comes with 
a $100 fine and the same hold be- 
ing put on the student’s account. 

The fourth violation will re- 
sult in an automatic suspension. 
“Upon receiving a fourth incident 
report from Security that a stu- 
dent violated the policy a fourth 
time, he/she will be automatically 
suspended and notified in writ- 
ing,” to quote the policy directly. 

As far as students with con- 
cerns about the rules once inside 
their cars, Tirone said that they 
can have their windows down 

. Anyone with questions about 
the enforcement can direct their 
calls to Katelynn Donnelly at 
978-738-7696. 

The updated policy is posted 
on the NECC website at http:// 
www.necc.mass.edu/student-ser- 
vices/current/policies-conduct/ 
college-statements-policies-dis- 
closures/smoke-free-environ- 
ment-policy/. 


aha | 


Page 6 * NECC Observer + April 27, 2016 


Arts & Entertainment 


() observer.necc.mass.edu [Jj @theneccobserver 


Dance students light up the stage 


NECC%S dance 
program shines in 


performance 
By REBECCA WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment 

The annual NECC Dance Re- 
cital took place April 22 and 23 at 
Lawrence High School. Opening 
the show were the students in the 
NECC Dance Club, shaking and 
grooving to the funky beats of 
“Feel Good Inc.” by the Gorillaz. 

The electric feel of the dancers 
lithely moving across the stage 
in synchronization was infec- 
tious to the audience, who tapped 
their feet watching the students 
perform the pieces they’ve been 
working on all year. 

“Empty Room Session” fea- 
tured a breathtaking performance 
with Mikaela Angers and Carli 
Hamilton in contrasting outfits of 
light versus dark. 

Accompanied by “Love the 
Way You Lie” by Skylar Grey, 
the female students depicted a 
scene through dance that could 
be interpreted in multiple ways. 

Whether it be bringing aware- 
ness to an abusive relationship, 
or a toxic friendship, they danced 
magnificently together. 

They ended the act with a 
hauntingly beautiful acapella of 
the ending of the song that left the 
audience with goosebumps. 

The dance program at NECC 
offers a multitude of classes and 
dance styles for the students to 
perfect or try something new. The 
classes offered are ballet, mod- 
ern, jazz, hip-hop, world dance, 
dance composition, dance peda- 
gogy and dance production. 

The world dance classes per- 
formed a couple of very interest- 
ing pieces. 

One of these was Yole, a tradi- 
tional dance from the Temne peo- 
ple of Sierra Leone; and Tiribia, 
a welcoming dance of the Baga 
people from northwestern Guin- 
ea. 


Sy Montgomery speaks at N ECC 


Std author Sy 
Montgomery speaks 


about her book 
By ReBeccA WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment 

Sy Montgomery, the author of 
The Soul of an Octopus, natural- 
ist and author of “The Good Pig,” 
spoke at the STEM Speaker’s Se- 
ries at NECC on April 6. Mont- 
gomery based her lecture on her 
book, and her incredible experi- 
ences working with octopuses at 
the New England Aquarium. 

She began her talk by referring 
to the octopuses not as a “some- 
thing,” but as a “someone,” giv- 
ing the impression of octopuses 
being capable of complexity and 
personality similar to humans. 

“T would like to start by tell- 
ing you about someone who | met 
in March of 2011,” Montgomery 


Other acts included a solo per- 
formance called “Still Breathing” 
by Kelly Gormley, who choreo- 
graphed her own dance number 
much like the other students, and 
“Just Here (Dedicated to John 
& Scott)” which was a beautiful 
tribute to the dance program. 

“Finding Out, Finding Me” 
was an interesting and vibrant 
piece with a lot of movement 
and energy, with dancers Zaida 
Buzan, Nina Cabral, Arianna 
Crawford, Elisabeth Dirk, Katie 
Formosi, Megan McCullough, 
Tiffany Melo, Michelle Zukows- 
ki were the last the hit the stage 
before intermission. 

After intermission, diverse 
dance styles took the stage in- 
cluding a hip-hop piece, and even 
a country music ensemble called 
“Red” to the song “Beautiful 
Drug” by the Zac Brown Band. 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


The dynamic duo Mikaela Angers and Carli Hamilton 
performing “Empty Room Sessions.” 


One act in particular, ’Kinnec- 
tion,” featuring Nina Cabral and 
George Vasconcellos, lit up the 
stage with the dancers’ electricity 
and precision in their movements. 

The dance program has two 


began. “This is somebody who 
changed my life, who opened the 
world to me, and would change 
my thinking. 

“Her name was Athena, and if 
she stood up she would have only 
been about 4 ft tall, and she only 
weighed 40 pounds, and she had 
a beak like a parrot and venom 
like a snake. 

“She had ink like an old-fash- 
ioned pen, and she could change 
color and shape and pour her 
baggy boneless body through an 
opening the size of an orange. 

“Because Athena was a Giant 
Pacific Octopus.” 

From there, she went into 
great detail about how octopuses 
can shape-shift, change color and 
develop their own distinct per- 
sonalities. She described many 
of her experiences at the New 
England Aquarium, including 
her very first interactions with 


performances a year, and the 
program helps hone an aspiring 
dancer’s skills in many ways. 
They learn how to manage a 
production, including lighting 
and costume design, classroom 


Sy Montgomery signing her book “The Soul of an Octopus” 


Athena, and other octopuses and 
how different they were from one 
another. 

She explained how they be- 
have in the wild, and how they 
are kept entertained with puzzles 
and children’s toys in captivity. 
She also explained the biological 
components of the octopuses, and 
how it offers an explanation for 
how diverse of a creature they 
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Photo by Kelly Schwing 
Group dancers performing “Just Here (Dedicated to John and Scott) a tribute to the 


dance program at NECC. 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 


Nina Cabral and George Vasconcellos lighting up the stage 


performing “Kinnection.” 
teaching skills, injury prevention, 
dance composition and choreog- 
raphy skills. 

The program is designed to 
prepare the students to both per- 
form, but also transfer to a four- 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


are.” They gave me a gift beyond 
measure. 

“I understand what it means to 
think, and to feel, and to know,” 
said Montgomery. She spoke 
with passion and wonder spread 
across her face as she flipped 
power-point slides, exuberantly 
speaking about her plethora of 
rich experiences while working 
with these incredible animals. 


year college, open their own 
studios and become teachers or 
progress to be a_ professional. 
The dance students at NECC put 
forth a talented performance this 
Spring 2016 semester, 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
The front cover of Montgom- 
ery’s book. 


After the talk, she had a book 
signing for “Soul of an Octopus,” 
which is currently the most pop- 
ular book on Amazon for marine 
biology. She took the liberty of 
personalizing her signings, and 
answering questions about her 
book and her work. 
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By CLEO BriGHAM 
Staff Writer 

On Wednesday, April 20, the 
African Students Club held an 
African attire fashion show in 
Spurk’s Hawrylciw Theater. In 
addition to the many items of tra- 
ditional clothing modeled, club 
member Ercania sang a Haitian 
song. 

The club was also joined by 
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former NECC professor Jane 
Thiefels. In addition to previously 
teaching English as a second lan- 
guage at Northern Essex, Thiefels 
is also a nurse and has traveled to 
Africa as an ESL teacher. 

After the show’s finale, the 
club asked their audience to stand 
and dance with the club members 
instead of applauding. After the 
show the students gathered for 
a reception in- 
cluding a meal of 
sweet plantains, 
spicy jollof rice, 
and chicken. 

The garments 
|} worn in the show 
4 ranged from ca- 
m@ sual street or 
market wear like 
dashikis, bright- 
ly colored tunics 
from West Africa 
to formal wear 
such as men’s 
suits, printed 
dresses, and long 
robes called ag- 
badas. Many of 
the items the 
students already 
had in their clos- 
ets. Psychology 
professor Peter 
Flynn, the club’s 


Photo by Cleo Brigham CO-adviser, eXx- 
plained that the 


Tracy Mukami at the fashion show. 


IN PURSUIT 
OF GREAT. 


garments displayed in the show 
were contemporary pieces as 
opposed to costumes or festival 
wear. 

Secretary of the club and Ken- 
yan native Tracy Mukami de- 
scribed it as “a safe space where 
people can learn about Africa,” 
reflecting on how she didn’t re- 
alize how many African students 
there were at Northern Essex be- 
fore she joined the club. Anoth- 
er member, Gold Omotor who is 
originally from Nigeria explained 
that she felt at home with the oth- 
er members, stating that the club 
is, “bringing African students to- 
gether.” 

Mudasiru Oluwafolakemi, 
president of the club explained 
that in addition to the club meet- 
ings the members of the African 
students club help each other find 
jobs, and sometimes go out bowl- 
ing or to a movie. 

Professor Peter Flynn and So- 
ciology professor Sheila Pierre 
co-advise the club which meets 
every Wednesday at noon in 
C105 on the Haverhill campus. 
The club encourages African, 
Haitian and West Indian natives 
as well as other students who are 
interested in the culture, foods, 
music and politics of Africa to 
attend, as their club motto states, 
“We are all Africans.” 


Scholarship 


Deans Scholarship 
Founders Scholarship 
Laser Scholarship 


TRANSFER STUDENTS MAY QUA 


Cumulative College/University GPA 


6 
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African students hold fashion show 


Photo by Kim Whiting 


Children also attended the African Students Club's fashion 


show. 


Photo by Cleo Brigham 


Gold Omitor shows off her duds during the African 


Students Club’s fashion show. 


LIFY FOR: 


Qualifying GPA** 


3.5+ 
3.0 - 3.49 
2.5 - 2.99 


TRANSFER IN'UP TO 


90 


COLLEGE 
CREDITS 


Ann cel Award 


$12,000 
$10,000 
$5,000 


LASELL 


Pe AOL LEGE 


www.lasell.edu | 617-243-2225 
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English 


Professor takes off 
the spring semester 


to work on his novel 
By SuHaina RICHARDS 


Features Editor 

NECC English professor Tom 
Greene has taken the spring se- 
mester of 2016 off for sabbatical. 
During this time, he is working 
on producing a manuscript for a 
novel and seeking to publish it. 

A sabbatical may be granted 
to a professor every seven years, 
where he or she can ask for time 
off to do their own research or 
their own work and get paid for 
the time off. 

Greene wrote a proposal for 
what he wanted to do. Since the 
school approved his project, they 
gave him some paid time off from 
teaching. 

“Tt varies from one college to 
another. You don’t teach, but you 
do the other work that you agreed 
to do. Then at the end of the se- 
mester, you show them the work 
that you have done,” Greene said. 

English professors who take 
time off usually write a book, and 
if they teach fiction writing, they 
may take the time off to write a 


novel. 

Greene has been teaching at 
NECC since 2008. The sabbatical 
was a good way to get the extra 
time to work on his novel. It is a 
science fiction novel with a sub- 
genre of space opera. 

He described space opera as 
“large scale mythic stories that 
happen in space.” The original 
term, soap opera, was changed 
for shows like Star Trek which 
are essentially soap operas that 
happen in space. 

Star Wars is another example 
of “big events and large political 
movements and spaceships,” he 
said. 

Right now he has a manuscript 
of about 76,000 words. The out- 
lining took about a month and the 
first draft took about five weeks. 
Rewriting took another four 
weeks. 

Since then, he has been rewrit- 
ing for about four or five months. 

“The original writing is only 
about | percent of the work and 
then most of it is revision after 
that,” he said. 

“It’s different every day. Some 
days it goes well and some days 
it goes really poorly, but it’s just 
about persistence.” 


This semester, in order to 
completely devote himself to his 
book, he has not been on campus 
at all. 

He has never attempted to 
write a novel before, which is 
why this was important for him. 

He has published some short 
stories in science fiction, and in 
the past he has taught the Fiction 
Writing class at NECC. 

A few of his students would 
ask him what he knew about writ- 
ing a novel, and he would have to 
answer 

“Well, I haven’t done one my- 
self,” and then would share infor- 
mation about what other authors 
have said from their experience. 

“In order to be a better Fiction 
Writing teacher, especially for 
those students who want to write 
novels, I thought it was important 
to have some firsthand experi- 
ence,” he said. 

He has been reading science 
fiction since he was a kid and try- 
ing to write science fiction since 
he was 16. 

He has an MFA in Fiction 
Writing from UMass Amherst. 
He wrote continuously for about 
27 years before he ever got pub- 
lished. 


IF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


professor takes sabbatical 


Photo Courtesy of NECC 


English professor Tom Greene is taking the semester off 
to finish writing and revising his science fiction novel. 


His first published work in a 
professional publication was in 
a fiction magazine called Strange 
Horizons with a story titled “Zero 
Bar,” like the candy bar. 

In professional publications, 
he’s gotten four published and 
is getting another one published 
next year. 

“I constantly yell at people 


when they don’t take a sabbati- 
cal every sevem years,” he said, 
laughing. 

“{ mean, why wouldn’t you 
take one? The most you can ever 
take is one every seven years and 
if you don’t apply, you don’t get 
it back. Plus, it really is a good 
way to recharge for another seven 
years of teaching.” 


NECC COG supports Walk for Hunger 


COG members are 
raising money for 
Walk for Hunger 


By Suaina RICHARDS 
Features Editor 

On Wednesday April 20, Com- 
munity Outreach Group had a 
bake sale for the Walk for Hunger 
organization. 


Nick Stuart, the president of 


COG has been an active member 
for four semesters. “The club has 
gained a lot of new members as 
of late and that’s really exciting,” 
he said. 

For the most recent bake sale, 
they raised about $225. Addi- 
tionally, club members have been 
getting donations from friends 
and family that all go to the or- 


NECC philosophy 
professor engages 


students in class 
By Kati RouTier 
Correspondent 

Philosophy is an area of study 
that aims to answer the world’s 
most unanswerable questions 
with logic. For example: Does 
God exist? What happens after 
death? And what, exactly, is the 
purpose of life? 

Dustin Rollins, a philosophy 
professor at NECC, helps stu- 
dents seek the answers to those 
questions. 

He began teaching at the col- 


ganization. 
The COG goal for the Walk for 
Hunger is $500. 


sa Torres, Tori Stubbs, Julianne 
Darnelle, Alexander Barkas and 
Shawna Lachance. 
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The club has gained a lot of new members 
as of late and that’s really exciting. 
- Nick Stuart 


SB 


The money raised for the 
Walk goes to support more than 
255,000 households that “can’t 
always predict where their next 
meal is coming from,” according 
to the NECC COG fundraising 
page for the Walk. 

There are five students from 
the club that are going to be 
participating in the Walk: Alys- 


lege about eight years ago in 
2008. Rollins received his under- 
graduate degree at St. John’s Col- 
lege in Maryland with a major in 
liberal arts and an emphasis on 
math and philosophy and a mas- 
ter’s in philosophy from Boston 
College. 

Rollins says he has always 
had a natural curiosity about the 
world, and when his humanities 
teacher showed him the quote 
“Philosophy begins in wonder,” 
from Aristotle, Rollins realized 
that philosophy matched up and 
was a good fit for what always 
came naturally to him. Practical 
Logic, Ethics and Fresh 

man Seminar are some of the 


The Walk for Hunger is a 20 
mile walk in Boston and is com- 
ing up this Sunday, May 1. 

Anyone interested in sponsor- 
ing one of these 5 students can 
go to http://support.projectbread. 
org/goto/NECCCOG. 

Their meetings take place ev- 
ery Monday at 12:00 in C-107. 


other classes Rollins teaches. 

“I hope to engage all students 
to where they can find meaning in 
their own lives,” Rollins said. 

“The way in which I try to 
help students find that meaning is 
different with each class, because 
each class is different.” 

Rollins’ philosophy class is 
conducted more like a conversa- 
tion than a lecture; and there’s an 
interesting air and tone of voice 
to the material being taught. Rol- 
lins requires his students to read 
original works written by Plato 
and Aristotle, which in itself can 
be considered to be an advantage 
according to student Christian 
Fanaras. 


Photo by Alyssa Torres 


Students buying sweets at the recent COG bake sale with 
all funds going to the Walk for Hunger. 


Rollins goes extra mile in philosophy class 


“What’s most interesting 
about Rollins class is that you’re 
learning the actual ideas of the 
original philosophers, as opposed 
to preconceived notions created 
by other people,” said Fanaras. 

Another goal Rollins has for 
his students is to help them be- 
come good reasoners. 

“Philosophy can be beneficial 
because it requires the students to 
be critical thinkers,” Rollins said. 

“Students have to pull infor- 
mation out of material that’s not 
sO easy to understand. Those 
kind of skills can be applied to 
everyday life, and can contribute 
to achieving personal and profes- 
sional success.” 


But with reading material dat- 
ing back to 350 B.C., it can be 
difficult to understand. Student 
Luke Guicho, says, “one of the 
best things about Rollins’ teach- 
ing style are his explanations.” 

After sitting in on Rollins 
class, it becomes clear that he 
goes the extra mile to make sure 
every student understands and 
will take different approaches to 
explaining this complex material. 

Philosophy is a solid class to 
take because it discusses topics 
that come from the most human 
part of the soul. A lot of people 
in this world have curious souls, 
and philosophy aims to explore 
that incurable curiosity. 
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Food is made fresh- 
to-order on NECC Ss 
Lawrence campus, 
even though there 


are less choices 
By Carty CoLtomso 
Correspondent 

A small counter sits in the 
Dimitri building atrium selling 
food and drinks to students. The 
counter is known as Napolitana, 
and serves as the main food ven- 
dor for the Lawrence campus as 
well as the building across the 
street next to the bookstore. What 
many students do not.know, is the 
Lawrence campus food comes 
from a completely different com- 
pany than the food on the Haver- 
hill campus. Napolitana is the 
name of the cafe, but it is in fact 
owned by the Lupoli Companies, 
who are also responsible for the 
Sal’s Pizza and Salvatore’s chains 
of Italian restaurants. The pizzas 
sold at the cafe are actually the 
same flatbread pizza recipe used 
in Sal’s stores. 

“Sal (Lupoli) rented a spot in 
NECC and we originally served 
his pizza, but switched to the 
flatbread recipe to be healthier 


for students, since there’s way 
less bread used in the crust,” said 
Jenny Eduardo, manager of Na- 


There’s more variety in Haverhill, but the food 


the pastelitos. There’s definitely 
more variety in Haverhill, but the 
food in Lawrence is so fresh.” 


in Lawrence is so fresh. 
- Jennifer Lopez 


ee we 


politana and NECC student. “Our 
pizza is stretched by hand, and it 
comes every day between 10:30 
and 11 a.m., fresh. The Haverhill 
pizza seems like it was made in 
a pan or something. I’m not sure 
where they get it from, 
but it’s a lot thicker and 
doesn’t look handmade.” 

Napolitana also serves 
pastelitos, fresh and 
made my hand. They 
have beef, chicken, ham 
and cheese. 

“It feels more Spanish 
at this one,” says Jennifer 
Lopez, an NECC student. 
“Like we don’t have 
hummus and pretzels like the 
Haverhill campus, but we have 


“I make them all by hand. I 
season all my meat and make 
them fresh to order. I hate how in 
Haverhill, all the food is just sit- 
ting there. I don’t keep anything 
out, because it won’t be as good 
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Opinion: Lawrence campus offers better food 


that crunch,’ and it’s because | lit- 
erally just made them fresh. Mak- 
ing them fresh also allows me to 
be more conscious of pea- 
nut and gluten allergies. 
We had to stop ordering 
our pastelitos because 
they were making them 
with peanut oil, so we 
just started making them 
here.” says Eduardo. 
Eduardo even ex- 
plained the cookies are 
made fresh, baked on-site 
after receiving the pre- 
pared cookie dough from a ware- 
house. The food along the count- 
er, such as the snacks, muffins 
and brownies, were all shipped 
in, but the salads, sandwiches, 
pizza and pastelitos are prepared 
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Making them fresh also allows me to be more 
conscious of (students’) allergies. 
- Jenny Eduardo 


over time. People always tell me, 
“Wow, your pastelitos still have 
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fresh. 
“The food at Haverhill isn’t 


like handmade,” says NECC 
student Stephanie Velez. “I only 
went to the Haverhill cafeteria 
like once to get a yogurt or some- 
thing. But everything was sitting 
out on shelves, all the parfaits, 
wrapped sandwiches and stuff, 
like it’s not made to order. I don’t 
really like it as much as the food 
here.” 

The cafeteria in Haverhill is 
known for having the infamous 
refrigerator shelf of cheese and 
crackers, yogurts, sandwiches, 
salads, hummus, and fruit all 
pre-packaged for sale, which isn’t 
offered at the Lawrence campus. 
It is very interesting that what 
seems to be a smaller campus 
with less student traffic has more 
food offered that is prepared to 
order. Perhaps since there aren’t 
too many students there is more 
time to make sandwiches to order 
instead of selling them pre-made. 

Eduardo takes pride in the 
food offered to students at the 
Lawrence campus. She regularly 
throws away food sitting too long 
and tries to keep the hot food as 
fresh as possible. Even though 
the counter seems vacant and 
limited, the Dimitri building may 
have itself a hidden gem. 


SUMMER COURSES 
START JUNE 20 


AT NECC IN HAVERHILL 


You can ear your Bachelor's Degree in Psychology, Criminal Justice or Business Administration in Haverhill, MA.* 


Registration is now available for the following UMass Lowell courses that will be held this Summer at Northern 
Essex Community College in Haverhill. Summer Haverhill classes run from June 20 to August 11, 2016. 


¢ Research III: Laboratory 

¢ Seminar in Developmental 
Psychology: Challenges of 
Adolescence 


¢ Sales and Customer Relations 
¢ Managerial Decision Making 


¢ Criminal Mind and Behavior 


¢ Criminal Justice Research 
Methods 


¢ Financial Management 
¢ Investment and Portfolio 
Analysis 
*Students may have the option to complete some required courses online. 
QUESTIONS? VISIT US ONLINE ; 
Call 978-934-2474 continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title IX, H’V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth. 
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© Dynamics of Interpersonal 
Relations 


¢ Human Sexuality 
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Boston Red Sox host Journalism Night 


Observer Sports Editor 
attends second annual 
Journalism event 


By Ky Le BENSON 
Sports Editor 

As an aspiring journalist, more 
specifically a sports journalist, 
meeting and networking with 
professionals in the field is essen- 
tial to furthering my career. 

The Boston Red Sox organi- 
zation emailed multiple colleges 
about some of their “theme” 
nights throughout the season 
that coincided with college ma- 
jors. The first theme night of the 
season was Journalism Night on 
April 12. Going to Journalism 
Night also came with a free ticket 
to the game against the Baltimore 
Orioles after the event. 

The Faculty Adviser of the 
Observer, Mary Jo Shafer, made 
sure the email with details about 
the event made it to me. I saw the 
message and knew right away 
that I had to attend. Two of my 
idols and famous sports journal- 
ists, Bob Ryan and Gordon Edes, 
were going to be there -- and Edes 
was the master of ceremonies. 

Ryan is a former sports writer 
for the Boston Globe. He wrote 
about the Boston Celtics and Red 
Sox there from 1969 until 2012. 
He is also a voter for the Baseball 
Hall of Fame and is occasionally 
on “Around the Horn” on ESPN. 

Edes is the Red Sox team 
historian. Before taking that po- 
sition, he had been the Red Sox 
beat writer for the Boston Globe 
for 18 years, and has been a sports 
journalist for 35 years. He has 
also worked for the Los Angeles 
Times and the Chicago Tribune. 

The other sports journalists 
on the dais that night were Alex 
Speier of the Boston Globe, Jen- 
nifer McCaffrey of MassLive. 
com, Jason Mastrodonato of the 
Boston Herald and Maureen Mul- 
len, a freelancer who had former- 
ly worked for both the Globe and 
the Herald. It was an all-star cast 
of Boston area sports journalists. 


April 12 came a few days after 
I got the initial email. I got ready 
to go to Fenway Park that night 
and shook all the butterflies out 
of my chest before I left. I had to 
make sure I looked my best and 
acted as professional as possible 
at the event. 

I got to Fenway and had to 
ask a few employees where the 
Champion’s Club was located be- 
fore I received a straight answer. 
Not even the employees knew 
where the conference room was! 
Finally a hotdog vendor pointed 
me to the right direction and I 
was in. 

I was the first of many to enter 
the room. I looked around: there 
was a buffet, there was a table 
where the guests would be sit- 
ting and, as I got further into the 
room, I saw the epitome of sports 
journalism. 

There was Edes sitting by 
himself at one of the tables on the 
phone writing in his notebook. 
He was talking to a player agent 
in another country about the pros- 
pect the agent was representing, 
getting info and quotes, asking 
proper interview questions. It 
blew my mind that a legend like 
Edes still does what I do, and 
what others hoping to be in his 
position one day do. He is the 
definition of a great journalist. 

I was watching him the whole 
time in wonder with a huge, ridic- 
ulous smile on my face hoping to 
talk to him before the event start- 
ed, but I let him be. I knew there 
was more time to meet and talk 
to him. Journalism Night was just 
starting. 

Everyone had filed in, mostly 
college students like myself, but 
there were also plenty of people 
of other ages attending. Once 
everyone settled down, Edes in- 
troduced himself and the guests, 
talked about what would happen 
over the next hour and a half and 
thanked everyone for coming to 
Journalism Night. 

Mastrodonato talked about 
what it means to be a journalist 
and how this career is only made 


for people completely devoted to 
the craft. 

“The number one thing is, you 
have to be passionate about it,” 
he said. “I was told you’re not 
going to make a lot of money 
doing this, so you better enjoy it. 
Remind yourself every day that 
you’ re in it to be happy, to enjoy, 
to share your knowledge of sports 
with people.” 

Then Mastrodonato began a 
conversation about the “Twitter 
effect” in news. 

“The immediacy causes you to 
be more careful,” he said. “One 
wrong remark will bring you 
down a notch.” 

Mullen then added her views 
about the “Twitter effect,” and 
how the Internet is changing how 
news organizations work and get 
the news to the masses. 

“To me, one of the concerning 
trends is this concept of ‘aggre- 
gating.’ It’s where news outlets, 
or so-called news-gathering out- 
lets, have people sitting in the 
office pulling stories off of web- 
sites and saying ‘as so-and-so re- 
ported’ so they don’t get charged 
with plagiarism. . . I think that’s a 
dangerous trend in the business, 
because nobody has to go get the 
news. You look at what the Bos- 
ton Globe did with ‘Spotlight.’ 
Somebody has to go get this 
news. Sometimes a story will just 
fall into your lap, and you have 
to actually show up and be there,” 
Mullen said. “I think that’s one of 
the things that we as an industry 
as a whole should be on the look- 
out for.” 

More questions about the news 
industry were asked, but then we 
moved on to more light-hearted 
subjects, like how to approach a 
professional ballplayer, and each 
writer’s favorite athlete to cover. 
Speier said his were former Red 
Sox Gabe Kapler and Pedro Mar- 
tinez, while Mastrodonato said 
Brock Holt. 

Then the question of “who’s 
your favorite player to cover” got 
to Bob Ryan, and instead of an- 
swering the question, Ryan and 
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From L-R: Bob Ryan, Gordon Edes, and Kyle Berison 


his distinct loud voice yelled out 
who his least favorite player to 
cover was. 

“There has NEVER been any- 
one who has poisoned the club- 
house like Albert Bell. Never. 
And covering him was a misery,” 
Ryan said. Everyone laughed and 
was happy, because Bob Ryan 
can have that effect on people. 

After a few more questions 
and comments, Edes declared 
the event was over and that now 
would be a 20-minute network- 
ing event. This is what I had been 
waiting for: my chance to rub el- 
bows with the bigwigs. 

First I came up to Edes and 
Speier, who were standing to- 
gether, talking and having a good 
time. As I approached them I re- 
alized that I hadn’t planned any- 
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Journalism Night speakers. From L-R: Bob Ryan, Maureen Mullen, Alex Speier, Jason Mastrodonato, and Jennifer McCaffery 


Kyle Benson 


thing to say to them. It was going 
to be a disaster, I thought, but I 
couldn’t have been more wrong. 

I began talking to Edes, telling 
him how much I have followed 
his career and what a great time I 
was having that night. I told him 
the I was the Sports Editor of my 
college newspaper, and his eyes 
lit up. I told him I saw him sitting 
on the phone writing notes before 
the event started. 

“Well, that’s what guys like us 
do to get a good story,” he said. 

I almost lost my mind, in a 
good way. Gordon Edes just said 
“guys like us” to me, he grouped 
he and I into the same class. The 
butterflies in my chest were in 
full effect. 

We talked for the rest of the 
20 minutes about journalism, my 
life, and how he influenced me. 
There were laughs shared and 
smiles galore. He then called over 
Bob Ryan to come and meet me. 
This was one of the best nights 
ever. 

We talked for a bit and then I 
suggested to Edes that the three 
of us should get a picture togeth- 
er. After that, he told me to go 
have a fun time at the game and 
bid me farewell. 

My night was already made. I 
couldn’t really focus on the game; 
the rest of the night I thought of 
the event, my future and how | 
was so glad this opportunity fell 
into my lap. 

That night made me love 
sports journalism more than I 
already did, and reassured me 
that I’m in the right field and on 
the right path towards my future 
career. 
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Knights wrap up 
regular season with 


winning record 
By KyLe BENson 
Sports Editor 

With all the early season suc- 
cess of the NECC softball team, 
they were featured in the Eagle 
Tribune on April 18 and on the 
front page of the Sports section in 
the April 19 edition of the New- 
buryport Daily News. At the time, 
the team sported a 10-4 record, 
but have took a slight downturn 
since the paper came out. Since 
April 19, the Knights have gone 
2-4 in three doubleheader match- 
ups against the Community Col- 
lege of Rhode Island and Dean 
College. 

The team played a double- 
header on the 19th at home 
against Rhode Island. The 
Knights won the first game, 12-4. 
Nodine Webster was the winning 
pitcher, recording 3 strikeouts. 
Maddy Crateau and Angelina 
Correia both hit triples. 

The second game against 
Rhode Island that day was a dif- 
ferent story. NECC lost 20-10, 


ve make transferring simple. 


= 
= 
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giving up 7 runs in the 2nd inning 
and 9 in the 3rd. Crateau, Kas- 
sidy Kennefick, Kelsey Trudeau 
and Correia all hit doubles during 
the game, but it was not enough 
to keep their team from losing by 
10 runs. 

After the 1 win, 1 loss day 
at home, the Knights traveled 
to Dean College two days later, 
where they would gain another 
win and another loss. 

NECC scored 4 runs in the 
first inning of the first game and 
won 13-7. Webster picked up an- 
other win and struck out 4 on the 
day. Crateau hit a home run and 
recorded 2 RBI’s. 

The Knights lost the second 
game of the doubleheader 8-6. 
Dean won the game when in the 
final inning they scored 5 runs to 
get up on NECC. Toni Mariano 
hit a home run while Kennefick, 
Trudel, Katherine Quevedo and 
Hannah Benning all had a stolen 
base. 

The next day, the Knights 
came home to finish off their 
regular season in a doublehead- 
er against Rhode Island. The day 
ended in two losses for NECC. 
The first game was a 6-1 loss, and 
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The Knights softball team featured in the Newburyport Daily News 


the game after was a 4-2 loss. 
The Knights ended their reg- 
ular season with a winning re- 


cord of 11-8, which may be good 
enough to squeeze into the Re- 


Knights is tentative. 
gion 15 postseason tournament. 
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Softball team gets some recognition 
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In memory of Prince 
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Words can run 


ADORE 

AMERICA 

AUTOMATIC 
BATDANCE 
CALLMYNAME 
CONTROVERSY 

CREAM 

DELIRIOUS 
DIAMONDSANDPEARLS 
ESCAPE 


Just for Fun 


in any direction, including 
diagonal, backwards and upside down 
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The object of the game is to insert numbers 1 through 9 in such a way 
that each number is used only once per line and once per square. 


R.I.P. Prince 


PINKCASHMERE 


GUITAR POPLIFE 

HOTTHING PURPLERAIN 
IHATEYOU RASPBERRY BERET 
KISS REVOLUTION 
LETSGOCRAZY TAKEMEWITHYOU 
LITTLEREDCORVETTE THEMORNINGPAPERS 
MOUNTAINS THIEVESINTHETEMPLE 
MYNAMEISPRINCE WHENDOVESCRY 
NEWPOWERGENERATION YOUGOTTHELOOK 


Prince at Coachella in 2008 


Photos and quote 
courtesy of Wikipedia 


“Warner 
took the 


[Prince], 
marked it, 
used it as the 


related music 


pawn used to 


duce more money for 


Warner Bros. 


1958 - 


trade- 


marketing tool to 
promote all of the 
music | wrote. 
company owns the 
name Prince and all 


keted under Prince. 
I became merely a 


2016 


adopt 

another 

conven- 

tional name. The only ac- 
ceptable replacement for 
my name, and my identi- 
ty, was a symbol with no 
pronunciation, that is a 
representation of me and 
what my music is about. 
This symbol is present in 
my work over the years; 
it is a concept that has 
evolved from my frustra- 
tion; it is who I am. It is 
my name.” 


Bros 
name 


and 


main 


The 


mar- 


pro- 


I was born Prince 
and did not want to 


-Prince 1993 


2016’s ‘The Jungle Book’ outshines original 


By Jow1 MELI 
Copy Editor 

Some people are absolute- 
ly militant when it comes to the 
idea of remakes. “Why bother 
trying to fix what isn’t broken?” 
they roar, spittle flying from their 
mouths as they work themselves 
up into a futile rage. “Is nothing 
sacred?” 

These people are probably dis- 
gusted with Disney’s recent idea 
to remake a number of its animat- 
ed classics in live action, includ- 
ing “Maleficent” and “Cinderel- 
la,” and yes, Jon Favreau’s new 
take on “The Jungle Book.” 

I'm a bit more flexible about 
these things; the idea of a remake 
is not inherently bad to me, al- 
though I do understand the hes- 
itation to get excited. So many 
remakes, particularly when it 
comes to already-dubious genres 
like horror, are tossed out merely 
as a fresh way to cash in on an 
old idea. 

But there are plenty of exam- 
ples of film remakes that not only 
offer a new and exciting way to 
look at aged material, but also 
improve on the original — and 
it’s my hope that this iteration of 
“Jungle Book” will be studied in 
film classes as an example of this 


phenomenon. 

That’s because Favreau’s take 
on this story pumps it full of life 
in ways I never expected. Where 
the 1967 Disney version was a 
typical animated musical come- 
dy of the day, the 2016 edition is 
an exhilarating, electrifying and 
often terrifying adventure thrill 
ride. Yes, this is a movie that can 
be charming one moment with a 
rendition of “Bare Necessities,” 
then alarmingly suspenseful the 
next. 

Those moments of suspense 
and horror are largely due to 
the strength of the film’s villain, 
Shere Khan, voiced by Idris Elba 
in a sinister and genuinely threat- 
ening performance. This time 
around, we get a bit more detail 
in the background of all the char- 
acters, which makes his — and 
everyone else’s — motivations a 
lot clearer. 

Raised by wolves, Mowg- 
li (Neel Sethi) is the son of the 
man who gave Shere Khan his 
scar (and lost him the use of his 
left eye). Tensions are high in the 
animal kingdom as the result of a 
drought, so when Khan discovers 
the boy, he agrees not to go after 
him until water has returned to 
the jungle. 


Naturally, it does, leaving 
Mowgli to decide that he would 
rather not endanger the whole 
pack — and so, with panther 
companion Bagheera (Ben King- 
sley), he sets off to rejoin his spe- 
cies in the “man village.” 

The journey, of course, 
is not a straightforward one. All 
the better, I say, to look at all the 
visually stunning places Mowgli, 
Bagheera and later Baloo (Bill 
Murray) visit. That’s because 
this film is a landmark technical 
achievement in that its lone actor 
onscreen — Sethi — was filmed 
on soundstages in Hollywood, 
with the jungle and all the crea- 
tures around him rendered in CGI 
afterwards. 

But this isn’t like a Zack Sny- 
der film, where the CGI elements 
stand out in garish contrast to 
the real ones — everything in 
Favreau’s film is breathtakingly 
realistic and beautiful. And for 
his part, Sethi does a fantastic job 
acting as an organic part of this 
artificially-created world; though 
the Jim Henson Company was on 
hand to provide puppets for him 
to act alongside (none of which 
appear in the finished film), it still 
must have taken a degree of skill 
to act as a jungle inhabitant on a 
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Mowgli (Neel Sethi) and Baloo (voice of Bill Murray) be- 
come fast friends in Jon Favreau’s “Jungle Book” remake. 


sterile soundstage, particularly at 
12 years old. 

What’s most impressive 
about this version of the tale, of 
course, is that there’s a real sense 
of adventure this time around. 
Kipling’s original books were 
probably not the ideal material 
for a comedy-musical, and their 
true nature comes through in a 


much more appealing way with 
the danger and tension presented 
here. Plus, Murray and Chris- 
topher Walken (playing a short 
scene as giant gorilla King Louie) 
balance this with plenty of light 
humor, making this a well-round- 
ed and delightful bit of family en- 
tertainment. 


